
Blogs and Wikis in the Classroom



Blogs and Wikis - What's the difference?
Blogs

● a weblog or journal
● can change daily
● engages students in 

discussions
● can include text, images and 

other multimedia files
● writers and editors can add 

to the site 
● visitors can comment on 

postings
● creates a reverse order diary
● think of it as the transfer of 

information
 

Wikis
● collaborative
● evolves over time
● users can add, remove, edit 

and change content
● permissions can be given for 

each user
● revisions can be tracked
● allows commenting on 

content
● think of it as the storage of 

information



Let's check out a couple of blogs

Blogs in Plain English

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NN2I1pWXjXI&feature=relmfu


mmcguire.edublogs.org

 

http://mmcguire.edublogs.org/


mrsmcguire3.blogspot.com

 

http://mrsmcguire3.blogspot.com/


Blog Examples
Learning in Greece - journalling
http://my-ecoach.com/blogs.php?blog=1451
 
Blogical Minds - conversations/collaborations
http://itc.blogs.com/minds/

Grade 5 Blog - book recommendations
http://dundascentralgradefive.blogspot.com/

Howls From the Wolves - sharing student work
http://lpottsfay.edublogs.org/
 
The Edublogger - offers great support to teachers and issues blogging 
challenges each year
http://theedublogger.com/check-out-these-class-blogs/ 

 

http://my-ecoach.com/blogs.php?blog=1451
http://itc.blogs.com/minds/
http://dundascentralgradefive.blogspot.com/
http://lpottsfay.edublogs.org/
http://theedublogger.com/check-out-these-class-blogs/


Create your own blog using Edublogs or Blogger

Edublogs
Go to edublogs.org.
Click on the free option and complete the registration form.
Follow the instructions to create your blog.
Blogger
Go to blogger.com
If you have a Google account, sign in.  If you do not, click on Get Started.
You will create a Google account using any email address you would like.
Follow the instructions to create your blog.

What's in a name?  Choosing a blog name. 
● choose something that is easy to remember
● choose something appropriate to your audience (students, parents, other 

teachers)
● choose something that reflects you, your teaching style or classroom
● avoid using grade or room numbers, these may change

 



Share your blog name, so we can visit.
This is a shared document.  That means you may add to it.  Please type your blog name 
below.  Post your first comment on your own blog, sharing how you will use this blog 
in your classroom.  Visit one or two other people's blog and share some ideas with them 
regarding how a blog can be used in the classroom.  Post a second comment on your 
own blog addressed to your students, welcoming them to the new blog site.  Ask them a 
question and have them respond in the comments.

Blogs Created Today:

https://docs.google.
com/document/d/1i8eZgFUjQfUh8DKKqm8NRZsTtsmvmm9MmgFn
qc8mce8/edit?hl=en_US

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i8eZgFUjQfUh8DKKqm8NRZsTtsmvmm9MmgFnqc8mce8/edit?hl=en_US
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i8eZgFUjQfUh8DKKqm8NRZsTtsmvmm9MmgFnqc8mce8/edit?hl=en_US
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i8eZgFUjQfUh8DKKqm8NRZsTtsmvmm9MmgFnqc8mce8/edit?hl=en_US


Now, let's take a look at a couple of wikis.

Wikis in Plain English

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-dnL00TdmLY


mrsmcguire3.wikispaces.com

 

http://mrsmcguire3.wikispaces.com/


mrsmcguire3.pbworks.com

 

http://mrsmcguire3.pbworks.com/


Now, it's time for you to create your own wiki using 
either Wikispaces or PB Works - Have fun!

Wikispaces
Go to wikispaces.com.
Click on the free option and complete the registration form.
Follow the instructions to create your wiki.  Look for free wikis for educators.
Manage wiki is where you can change your settings
PB Works
Go to pbworks.com.
Click on the free option and complete the registration form.
Follow the instructions to create your wiki.
Set up your wiki using the Settings tab.

What's in a name?  Choosing a wiki name.
● same rules as choosing with a blog, can use same name as blog if available



Share your wiki name, so we can visit.
This is a shared document.  That means you may add to it.  Please type your wiki name 
below.  Choose a curriculum topic you will be working on over the few weeks.  Do a 
brief search of the web.  Create a page with the information and add any multimedia 
files you would like.  This week invite your students to join your wiki.  Today, visit one 
or two other people's wiki and request to join their wiki.

Wikis Created Today:

https://docs.google.
com/document/d/1i8eZgFUjQfUh8DKKqm8NRZsTtsmvmm9MmgFn
qc8mce8/edit?hl=en_US

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i8eZgFUjQfUh8DKKqm8NRZsTtsmvmm9MmgFnqc8mce8/edit?hl=en_US
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i8eZgFUjQfUh8DKKqm8NRZsTtsmvmm9MmgFnqc8mce8/edit?hl=en_US
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i8eZgFUjQfUh8DKKqm8NRZsTtsmvmm9MmgFnqc8mce8/edit?hl=en_US


Let's recap our learning:
 

Please go to mmcguire.edublogs.org and respond to the post about 
this session.  There are a few brief questions.  Please add any 
questions you may have for me and I will try to answer everyone 
within the next couple of days.  I am available through email, blog 
and wiki if you have any questions in the future.  Don't hesitate to 
use these technologies right away in your classroom.  

Use it or lose it!



Additional Resources

Learn Ontario - search by subject, find Wikispaces, PB Works and Blogger
http://www.learnontario.ca/search

My eCoach - Classroom Blogs and Wikis
http://my-ecoach.com/online/webresourcelist.php?rlid=4992

Will Richardson's Education Blog - he has stopped using this site but 
will leave the content up and you can follow him to Tumblr
http://weblogg-ed.com/
http://willrichardson.com/ (Tumblr page)

International Society for Technology in Education
http://www.iste.org/welcome.aspx

http://www.learnontario.ca/search
http://my-ecoach.com/online/webresourcelist.php?rlid=4992
http://weblogg-ed.com/
http://willrichardson.com/
http://www.iste.org/welcome.aspx

